Urban  District  Council 

BURNHAM-ON  SEA. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S 
ANNUAL  REPORT 

1941. 


Printed  by 
PATEY  & CO. 
Burnham  on  Sea. 


Medical  Officer's  Annual  Report 

For  1941. 


To  the  Chitrmdn  and  Members  of  the  Burnham  on- Sea  Urban  District  Council. 


Cjentlemen, 

1 beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1941. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

Area  = 2 246  acres. 

K’egistrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population,  10,660.^^ 

Rateable  value,  i^65,287. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £261  17s.  gd. 

Social  conditions  : — 

Chief  industries  carried  on  in  the  area  = Brickyards,  Timber  Yards,  Bacon 
Factory,  and  Shipping  Port. 


V'ital  Statistics  ; — 


Live  Births  Legitimate 

M 82  F 68  M 76  F 66 

Birth  rate — 14.1  per  1,000. 

Deaths— M 57  F 79  = 136.  Rate  per  1,000 — 12.1. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

M 4 F 2.  Legitimate  M 4 F 2. 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DE.ATH 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

Whooping  Cough 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Tuberculosis 
Influenza 

Cancer  of  Buccal,  Cavity,  Uterus 
Cancer  of  Stomach 
Cancer  of  other  organs 
Heart  Disease 
Nephritis 
Suicide 

Road  Accidents 


Illegitimate 
M 6 F 2 


M I 

Mi  F I 

Mi  F 2 

F I 
F 4 
M I F I 

M 2 F 2 

M 7 F 5 

M 10  F 27 

M3  F 2 

M I 

M2  F 2 


Death  from  Cancer  (all  ages) — 20. 

Wh  oping  Cough — 2. 

Measles — nil. 

Last  year,  1940 — Births  82 
» „ n — Deaths  147 

It  IS  hoped  to  start  in  the  near  future  an  Infant  Welfare  Centre  in  the 
Highbridge  Ward,  which  I think  will  be  most  useful  and  will  meet  once  a 
fortnight. 


Housing^ 

Little  has  been  done  in  Housing  activities.  Houses  have  been  kept  in 
repair  as  far  as  possible.  Sanitary  arrangements  are  satisfactory  and  remedied 
when  necessary. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY.  Samples  of  milk  sent  to  County  Laboratory  for  bacterial 

content  and  tubercle  bacilli.  Samples  collected  by  Police  in  addition 
to  Inspector. 

(b)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS.  Inspected  at  times,  being  called  in  for 

opinion  in  regard  to  fitness  for  human  consumption. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 

I.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  : — 

Medical  Officer  of  He.alth— Y R.  Wade,  L.M.S.S.A. 

Surveyor — E.  Dixon  Grubb,  A.M.I.C.E. 

Sanitary  Inspector— W.  B.  Graham,  R.S.I , M.S.I.A. 

II.  (a)  Laboratory  facilities — no  change. 

(b)  Ambulance  „ — St.  John  Ambulance  Mobile  Van  (staffed  by  St. 

John  Ambulance  Brigade).  Isolation  Hospital  Ambulance,  Axbridge. 
Local  Ambulances  at  Weston-super-Mare  and  Bridgwater  if  needed. 

(c)  Nursing — no  change. 

(d)  Treatment  Centre  and  Clinics. 

A Clinic  in  Abingdon  Street,  Burnham,  is  used  for  treating  scabies, 
and  is  staffed  from  Axbridge  now,  and  nurses  come  daily  for  the 
giving  of  treatment.  Also  a Clinic  was  started  in  December,  1941 
for  the  treatment  of  children. 

From  December,  1940,  to  December,  1941,  4,192  attendances  were 
made  by  children  6 days  per  week  averaging  349  per  month,  which 
I think  you  will  agree  is  most  satisfactory,  and  thanks  are  due  to 
the  Red  Cross  who  staff  the  Clinic. 

Prevalence  of,  and  control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 

Nothing  noteworthy  in  regard  to  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Nothing  noteworthy  in  regard  to  non-notifiable  diseases. 

Artificial  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  done  in  the  Schools  by  County 
Council  Medical  Officers,  but  unfortunately  this  does  not  touch  the  children 
under  five. 

School  children  immunised — numbers  not  known. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Scarlet  Fever 

12 

Whooping  cough 

70 

Diphtheria 

9 

Erysipelas 

I 

Measles 

55 

Pneumonia 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia' 

I 

Tuberculosis 

No  further  action  taken  under  Public  Health,  except  in  regard  to  employ- 
ment of  Tuberculosis  patients  in  the  Milk  Trade. 

TUBERCULOSIS 
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New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1941. 
New  cases 
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I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

A.  R.  WADE,  M.O.H. 


